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SUBJECT: ECUADOR AND UPEB MEMBERSHIP 

1. AN EDITORIAL ESPOUSING ECUADOREAN PARTICIPATION IN UPEB 
APPEARED IN QUITO DAILY EL TIEMPO APRIL 8. POINTING TO PRO- 
FITS TO BE MADE IN THE FIELD OF MARKETING, IT SAID A FORMULA 
SHOULD BE FOUND WHICH WOULD RECONCILE ECUADOREAN INTERESTS 
AND ASPIRATIONS WITH THOSE OF OTHER BANANA PRODUCING COUN- 
TRIES. AT A TIME WHEN ALL NATIONS EVERYWHERE ARE LOOKING FOR 
AND RECEIVING A JUST PRICE FOR PRODUCTS, ECUADOREANS SHOULD 
NOT FRET, THEIR NATIONAL INTERESTS ARE DIFFERENT FROM THOSE 
EXISTING IN OTHER BANANA PRODUCING REGIONS. RECEIVING A JUST 
PRICE MAKES UP, AT LEAST IN PART, FOR THE MONOPOLY OF THE 
TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS. IF THE UNION OF BANANA EXPORTING 
COUNTRIES HAS THE FUNDAMENTAL OBJECTIVE OF REACHING A MORE 
REMUNERATIVE PRICE AND NEUTRALIZING THE INTERNATIONAL FRUIT 
MONOPOLY, THESE REASONS IMPEL ECUADOR TO LOOK SYMPATHETICALLY 
AT UPEB. 

2. COMPARING UPEB AND OPEC, THE EDITORIAL STATED THAT EVEN 
THOUGH BANANAS AND PETROLEUM ARE NOT THE SAME THING, A SIMILAR 
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UNTIL THEY BANDED TOGETHER TO CONTROL CONDITIONS OF SALE. 

UPEB OFFERS THE SAME POSSIBILITY FOR CHANGE. THE FEAR WAS 
STATED THAT THE NEW ORGANIZATION MIGHT BE FORMED AND TAKE ACTION 
WITHOUT THE PARTICIPATION OF THE LARGEST EXPORTER OF BANANAS 
AND URGED ECUADOR'S IOINING UPEB "AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, BEFORE 
THE ORGANIZATION IS UNDER WAY AND DEVELOPS WITHOUT US.” 

THIS WOULD MEAN ECUADOR WOULD LOSE ANY OPPORTUNITY OF CONTROLLING 
AND DICTATING ITS STEPS AND OBJECTIVES "ADVANTAGEOUS FOR OUR 
OWN INTERESTS". 

3. COMMENT: EDITORIAL IS A USEFUL REMINDER THAT FOR ECUADOREAN 
LAYMEN, UPEB HAS A CERTAIN ATTRACTION. GOE'S ALOOFNESS FROM 
UPEB REFLECTS PRINCIPALLY THE POSITION OF BANANA PRODUCERS AND 
EXPORTERS, WHOSE FIRST WORRY IS MAINTAINING THEIR SHARE OF THE 
GLOBAL MARKET. 

HEMENWAY 
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